
Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 March 2012] 

 p529b-529b 

Ms Lisa Baker 

 [1] 

BAYSWATER OVAL — TREE REMOVAL 

Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: On Friday last week I found out that the Department of Education 

planned to chop down three 70-year-old gum trees on an oval used by children from Bayswater Primary School 

and St Columba’s Primary School, as well as the surrounding Bayswater community. Kylie Thompson, 

Bayswater Parents and Citizens Association president, and Rebecca Gotti, St Columba’s Primary School board 

president, were stunned by the sudden news and immediately contacted parents and me, as their local member. 

Upper house member Hon Alison Xamon, whose children attend Bayswater primary, had also found out what 

was planned.  

The school was given less than a week’s notice of the department’s decision to remove the trees from the 

children’s oval. On Friday, I spoke with Minister Constable’s office, as did Hon Alison Xamon. I voiced the 

concerns of children and parents and stated there was no community consultation, no independent engineer’s 

report and, in the community’s opinion, no transparent reason why these trees were to be removed. I have also 

written to the minister stating these concerns.  

On Friday afternoon, children and parents gathered under the trees to tell local media and other community 

members of their concern about the department’s decision. Parents recognise that if safety is the issue, they will 

accept the removal of the trees; but if maintenance work is all that is required, why is it necessary to remove 

these beautiful trees? As a result of the action by Rebecca, Kylie, the children of the school and their parents, the 

Department of Education has delayed removal of the trees. There is now going to be discussion with 

stakeholders from the schools and the department.  

Congratulations to the parents and P&Cs of these primary schools, proving that quick, well-planned action can 

return good results. 

 


